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Why a SuperSite in Messina, Italy  
 
 
 
Messina, Italy, is a famous city to the earthquake science community because of the disastrous 1908 
event, which triggered also a tsunami resulting in its almost complete destruction.  
 
Several studies are underway on this test site and the 2008 Applied Geophysics Conference 
(http://ww2.unime.it/osservatorio/age5/index.html) took place in Messina, with the support of the 
Seismologic Observatory of the local university to celebrate 100 years of progress in disaster 
mitigation and management. Within the EUCENTRE the vulnerability of Messina building stock 
has been analysed through a statistical approach where the assessment unit was census tract. This 
constitutes a good reference point for assessing techniques aiming at the automatic estimation of 
seismic vulnerability on the building stock in this urban area. 
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